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For guidance on managing
construction health risks go to

www.hse.gov.uk/construction

Redistributed under licence from HAE by FTH Hire Group. Licence expires on 31/03/2022

Using the Compressed Air

Wear the protective equipment including ear defenders, dust masks and goggles.
Check that any air lubrication container is topped with the recommended oil.

When the equipment has been set up, start up and check that everything
operates properly.

Ensure there are no apparent air leaks.

At intervals, while working, stop and check for air leaks or other possible faults.
Check the oil level in the container at the same time.

Stop work if approached.

Shut down and release the air pressure before disconnecting any part of the
equipment.

Shut down and release the air pressure before leaving the equipment unattended.

If the equipment develops a leak or does not work properly, do not attempt to
repair it. Contact the hire company.

Keep this leaflet safe as it may be required for reference at a future date

Safety Guidance
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Compressed Air

The rules and procedures in force where people are at work
may require the person responsible for this equipment to
carry out a specific risk assessment.

1.

It is important to read this entire leaflet and any
others issued BEFORE using the compressed air

The compressor may be electric, petrol, or diesel
powered. Three potentially hazardous energy sources.
Remember electricity is dangerous and must always be
used with great care. Petrol or diesel is highly flammable.
Take care not to cause a fire or explosion.

Compressed air is dangerous and must be used carefully. NEVER AIM A JET OF
COMPRESSED AIR AT ANYONE.

Compressed air is used to power various air — operated tools such as drilling
machines, grinders, and paint spraying equipment. Use it only for the specified
tasks agreed with the hire company.

The action of compressed air can cause injury or damage if not used in a careful
and controlled way.

If you have not used compressed air before, familiarise yourself with the
equipment before you start work.

Plan your work and think ahead to make sure you will always be working safely.
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to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments

(Continued overleaf...)
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Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived

have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.
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