How to Safely Use an Excavator Mounted Post Knocker

If you’re building fences or foundations, knocking posts into the ground by hand is an arduous
and lengthy process. Thankfully, post knockers exist to take the strain out of this difficult task. In
this guide, we will explain how to correctly use a post knocker. Keep reading to learn more...

What s a post knocker?

First, what do we mean when we talk about post knockers? As the name suggests, post
knockers, sometimes referred to as fence post pounders, or post rammers, are tools designed
to drive a fence postinto the ground.

They are incredibly useful because they drive the post into the ground using impact or force with
ease and precision, without causing damage to the post, or the operator. They also use a lot less
energy, proving to be a more efficient way to complete this job.

At 007 Diggers we only provide Excavator mounted post knocker which is an attachment on the
front of the Excavator.

This superior level of power makes it possible to drive posts into hard or rough terrain with ease,
and is the ideal tool for use on large scale fencing projects, such as in agricultural applications
like fencing off a field.

Preparing to use a post knocker

Before you use the post knocker, it is important to properly prepare for the operation. The
process of knocking in posts can be dangerous, regardless of which type of post knocker you
use. Here is some general guidance to follow:

Familiarise yourself before use

The type of post knocker you use can have a big impact on how you use it. Take time to
familiarise yourself with the post knocker.

Make sure that you have correctly attached the post knocker to the machinery, and run a test to
ensure that it works as intended.

Measure and mark

Lay out the posts along your intended route in a uniform manner. Where possible, space the
posts out evenly to reduce the strain on each when subjected to the elements. You may need to
use stakes and a string line to mark where each post needs to go, and use a laser measure to
ensure each postis equidistant.

During this process, check the ground of each post site, and clear away any debris, rocks, or
other obstructions. This will prevent tripping hazards when laying the posts, and will ensure a
stable surface for driving them in.

Before driving the posts in, ensure that there are no underground obstructions, such as water
pipes or gas lines, which may be damaged. If you are unsure, contact your local utility services
to mark these lines before you start work.

Safety gear



When using a post knocker, safety is paramount. The equipment used can cause harm to the
operator, and others in the vicinity. Proper safety gear can help to protect against these potential
hazards. You should always make use of the following pieces of equipment to maximise your
safety:

o Wear protective gloves to protect your hands from blisters, splinters, and potential
pinching.

o Protective goggles will shield your eyes from any debris that comes loose when driving
posts into the ground. This is especially important when working in rocky or wooded
areas.

e Steel-toe cap boots will protect your feet in the event that a post falls over or comes
loose, or if the post knocker slips from its intended target.

e Earprotection is ideal when using a petrol engine, or mounted post knockers, which can
be noisy, and lead to ear damage.

How to use a post knocker

With the ground checked, posts in place, and safety gear on, it is time to use the post knocker.
Here are the steps you need to follow:

Position the post

Align the postin an upright position at the desired location. Use a spirit level or plumb line to
ensure itis vertical. This step is important, because a lopsided fence will be less secure.

You may also want to prepare the soil to make the process of driving in the post easier. Dig a
small hole using a shovel, or a post hole borer, to create a gap to slide the post into position.

Position the post knocker

With the post upright, position the post knocker directly over the post. Guide the post into the
hollow end of the tube to keep it in the correct position.

Drive the post into the ground

The time has come to start driving the post into the ground. Below we’ve included general use
instructions for each type of post knocker.

1. Use the cab lever/pedal connected to the attachment to drive the post into the ground.
Be careful with the force you apply, as the power of a tractor or excavator may be too
much for a post, and can force them to break.

2. Apply gentle pressure to ensure a steady insertion.
3. Remove from the post once it has reached the desired depth.
Check the post halfway through

As you drive the post into the ground, check the post is still vertically aligned. If it has turned or
leaned during the process, adjust as necessary. It is easier to do this when it is half inserted
rather than fully buried, so make sure to stop halfway through and check.



You should also check for any cracks, splits, or other damage to the post, as these can shorten
the lifespan, and therefore the integrity, of the post.

Follow the one-third rule

The one-third rule is a simple, yet vital rule of fencing. At least one third of the post should be
buried underground to ensure it remains securely buried.

Following this rule negates the concern of trying to measure out lengths for differently-sized
posts. Simply mark a line where the bottom third of the post ends, and ensure that you keep
driving the post in until it reaches that point.

Rest then test

Once the post has been correctly driven into the ground, there are two things you will want to
check.

The first is that the finished product is still vertical. Use a spirit level or plumb line to ensure it is
level. If it is not, you will want to amend it now while the soil is still softened up from the recent
impact.

For the second check, you want to ensure that the post is stable. While a slight check is fine at
this point, we would recommend leaving the post to settle for a short while before properly
checking it is secure. This is because the soil surrounding the post may have weakened from the
impact, and can be further disturbed if the post is wobbled vigorously.

If you move the post around immediately, you could lead to posts becoming less stable in the
ground. Instead, waiting for a few days allows the ground to firm up, giving you a truer test of a
post's stability



